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Administrative Assistant Kelly Crahan opened the meeting via Zoom link at 4:45pm. 

Roll Call was taken by Town Council Administrative Assistant 

In attendance: Chair of Committee Councilor Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Councilor David Bogan, 

Councilor Eric Steinhilber and Councilor Paul Neary. Absent: Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy   

 

Chair of Committee asked if there was anyone for Public Comment:  

Public: John Crow, Bob Schulte, Gordon Starr, Tom Lee, Kris Clark   

Public Comment: All just listening and viewing 

Response to Public Comment: None 

 

I. BUSINESS:  

 Interview the following candidates: 

   

Conservation Commission: Gilbert Newton (Application below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gil Newton 

P.O. Box 2051,          

Cotuit, MA 02635 

gdnewton@comcast.net 

508-428-2463: Home 

774-251-7928: Cell 

                                                                               

EDUCATION 

 

Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida: 

 Bachelor of Science degree 1974 Biological Science 

Master of Science degree 1977 Biological Science 

 

1. TEACHING EXPERIENCE          

1. Director -Sandwich STEM Academy (2013-2017). 

2. Sandwich High School, MA (1981-2013) 

Courses taught: Biology, Oceanography and Marine Biology, Environmental Technology, Botany, Ecology, and Horticulture 

3. Science Department Head at Sandwich High School (1996-2005) (2012) 

4. Cape Cod Community College (1989-present) 

Courses taught: Coastal Ecology, Coastal Zone Management, Oceanography, Environmental Technology, Biology, Environmental 

Science Lab, General Ecology 

5. Bridgewater State College and Fitchburg State College (with the Cape Cod Collaborative) (1999-2010) 

Courses taught: Science Teaching Methods, Learning and Motivation, Alternative Assessments, Differentiated Instruction 

  6. Lead Educator - Cape Cod Learning Tours (2017-present).   

 7. Massachusetts Maritime Academy (2018-present).  

 
     Courses taught: Current Environmental Problems, Ecological Sustainability 
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   8. Falmouth Academy (summers 2018-present) taught "Discovering the Cape 

        Cod Shoreline". 

 

    9. Waquoit Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve - (Summers - "Tidal 

          Quest - 2017-present). 

 

   PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

 

1.) Blue Institute of Cape Cod - Board of Directors (2019-present) 

2.) President, Association for the Preservation of Cape Cod (1990-93)  

3.) President, Thornton W. Burgess Society (1986-89) 

4.) President, Sandwich Education Association (1987-89) (2003-2006) 

5.) Chairman, Barnstable Conservation Commission (1982-86) 

6.) Co-founder, Barnstable Land Trust – Former board of director’s member 

7.) Program Director – Advanced Studies and Leadership Program – Cape Cod Collaborative and Massachusetts Maritime Academy 

(2005 – 2018). 

8.)Instructor – Science Summer Institute – Department of Education, Fitchburg State College and Cape Cod Collaborative. 

9.) Author – “Seaweeds of Cape Cod Shores” – Cape Cod Museum of Natural History – 2008 

10.) Author – “Ecology of a Cape Cod Salt Marsh” – West Barnstable Press, Barnstable Land Trust – 2010 

11.) Author – “Exploring the Cape Cod Bay Shoreline.” Published in Cape Cod Bay: A History of Salt & Sea by Theresa M. Barbo. 

History Press. 2008. 

12.) Author – Coastal Habitats of Nantucket Sound.” Published in Nantucket Sound – A Maritime History by Theresa M. Barbo. History 

Press. 2009. 

13.) Author – “High School Environmental Science: What One Teacher (and a Community) Can Do” – Massachusetts Wildlife. No. 1, 

2012. 

14.) Author – “Wildlife along the Cape Cod Shoreline.” Published in Cape Cod Wildlife by Theresa M. Barbo. History Press. 2012. 

15.) Author – “Discovering the Cape Cod Shoreline” – West Barnstable Press, Barnstable Land Trust – 2012. 

16.) Author - "Coastal Corners of Cape Cod" - West Barnstable Press, Barnstable  

           Land Trust - 2014. 

17.) Author - "The Seaweeds of Massachusetts" - Flotsam & Jetsam, Winter 2017, 

            Vol. 45, No. 3. 

18.) Author- "Marine Habitats of Cape Cod" - West Barnstable Press - 2017. 

19.) Author - "The Mysteries of Seaweed - Questions and Answers" - West 

      Barnstable Press - 2018. 

20.) Author - "Activities for the Cape Cod Beachcomber" - West Barnstable Press. 

      2020. 

21.) Massachusetts Marine Educators - Board of Directors (2016-17). 

AWARDS 

“Pride in Cape Cod Award” – Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce and seven regional  

        banks - 2000 

 

Founders Award – Barnstable Land Trust – 2000 

Sandwich Employee of the Year – 2003 

Excellence in Environmental Education – Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental Education – 2006 

Environmental Champion of Cape Cod – Association to Preserve Cape Cod, 2008 

Adjunct Faculty Appreciation Award – 2009 and Service Recognition Award - 2013 Cape Cod Community College 

Excellence in Energy Education – Cape Light Compact – 2012 

Association to Preserve Cape Cod – Honor Roll – 2012 

Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources – Annual Youth Award for Energy Achievement (Sandwich High School – Finalist 

School of the year at the Senior Level – The NEED Project) - 2013 
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Planning Board: Matthew Teague (Application below) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Remote Participation via Zoom link 
 

May 18, 2021 4:45pm 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

  

Page 4 of 11 

Councilor Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy 
Councilor Eric Steinhilber   
Councilor David Bogan 
Councilor Paul C. Neary  
 

 

 

Council on Aging: Jean Ahonen (Application below) 
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Sandy Neck Board: Wendy Paquette (Application below) 
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Sandy Neck Board: Richards French (Application below) 
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Mid Cape Cultural Council: Michele McCoy (Application below) 
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Sandy Neck Board: Maureen Piccione (Application below) 
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Conservation Commission: Bill Hearn (Application below)  
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Reappointments to Boards / Committees / Commissions: Airport Commission: Wendy Bierwirth, as a 

regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Comprehensive Financial Advisory Committee: Hector 

Guenther, as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Disability Commission; Steve Spillaine, as a 

regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Land Acquisition and Preservation Committee: Ann 

Canedy, as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Phyllis Miller, as a regular member to a term 

expiring 06/2024; Anne H. Rowland, as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Mid Cape 

Cultural Council: Margeaux Weber, as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Sandy Neck Board: 

Ann Canedy, as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Recreation Commission: Brendan 

Burke, as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Shellfish Committee: Jacob Angelo, as a 

regular member to a term expiring 06/2024; Tyler Hagenstein, as a regular member to a term expiring 

06/2024; Youth Commission: Lucas McCauley, as a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; Luc-

Andre Sader, as a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; Caleb Levesque, as a student member to 

a term expiring 06/2022; Isabelle Rudy, as a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; Piper Hunt, as 

a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; Jenna Schmidt, as a student member to a term expiring 

06/2022; Michaela Stampfl, as a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; Laik O’Reilly, as a student 

member to a term expiring 06/2022; Connor O’Reilly, as a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; 

Mark Beal, as a student member to a term expiring 06/2022; 

 

Chair of  Committee asked for a motion to postpone recommendations and votes on interviewed 

applicants and reappointed members till the June 14
th

 Appointments Committee meeting; Councilor 

Paul Neary made the motion to postpone recommendations and votes on applicants and reappointment 

members till the June 14
th

 Appointments Committee meeting; this was seconded by Council Eric 

Steinhilber. Administrative Assistant Kelly Crahan took a Roll Call vote to postpone recommendations 

or votes on interviewed  applicants and reappointment members till the June 14
th

 Appointments 

Committee meeting. 

Councilor Jessica Rapp Grassetti      Yes         

Councilor David Bogan     No 

Councilor Eric Steinhilber                  Yes 

Councilor Paul Neary                          Yes  

 

Chair of Committee Jessica Rapp Grassetti acknowledged the following resignations: 

Resignation: Recreation Commission: Rene Dowling; Infrastructure and Energy Committee 

Derek Vannier; Comprehensive Financial Advisory Committee: Adam Carter; 

  

Chair of Committee asked for a motion for reconsideration for the following: Youth Commission members: 

Cameron Levesque, as a student member, to a term expiring 06/2022; Sean Beal, as a student member, 

to a term expiring 06/2022; Alexander Arabadzhiev, as a student member, to a term expiring 06/2022; 

Mary Steinhilber, as a student member, to a term expiring 06/2022.  

Councilor Neary made the motion, this was seconded by Councilor Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Councilor 

Bogan asked for clarification on voting for these reappointments when the Committee has decided to 

hold on any of the recommendations for tonight’s meeting. Chair of Committee explained that at the last 

Town Council meeting the Town Council voted to increase the membership to the Youth Commission 
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and in doing so allowed these members interviewed to be considered for placement on the Town 

Council Agenda. Councilor Bogan would ask the Committee to be consistent and hold on these as well 

until the June 14, 2021 meeting as are the others. Chair of Committee asked Councilor Neary if he 

would like to withdraw his motion to recommend the applicants interviewed for the Youth Commission. 

Councilor Neary withdrew his motion. These recommendations will be on the June 14, 2021 Agenda for 

reconsideration. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chair, Councilor Jessica Rapp Grassetti, asked for a motion to approve 

the meeting minutes of April 20, 2021; a motion was made by Councilor David Bogan to accept the 

meeting minutes, seconded by Councilor Eric Steinhilber; all members present voted to accept the 

meeting minutes of April 20, 2021 as written.  

 

NEXT MEETING: June 14, 2021 

 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, and upon motion duly made by Chair of 

Committee asked for a motion to adjourn; Councilor Paul Neary made the motion to adjourn; this was 

seconded by Councilor David Bogan; Administrative Assistant Kelly Crahan took a roll call vote 

 

Councilor Jessica Rapp Grassetti      Yes         

Councilor David Bogan     Yes 

Councilor Eric Steinhilber                  Yes 

Councilor Paul Neary                          Yes  

 

Adjourn at 6:30 pm. 


